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PREFACE 


Due care for the Re- 
2 /ief of te Poor is 
an act, 1. of great Piety 


towards Almighty  Gad\, 


who requires it of us ©. He 


bath left the Poor as. bis. 
Pupils, and the EA 
pl 


his Stewards to provt 
for them: It is one of thoſe 
| A 2 great 


. 


l 


' 
, 
;, 


' 


The Preface. 


great Tributes that be 
juſtly requires from the 
reſt of Mankind ; which , 
becauſe they cannot pay ” 
him, he hath ſcattered the 
Poor among the reſt of 
Mankind as bis Subſtitutes 
and Receivers. 

2. Itis an aft of prea- © 
teft Humanity among men- 
etcy and Benignitty is 

due to the very Beaſts that 
ſerve us,much more to thoſe 
that "are partakers of. the 

La fone ronmon nature: fey 


3. t 
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2. it is an a of great. | 


Coil Prudence and Poli- 
tical Wiſdom © for Poverty 
in it ſelf is apt ro Emaſtu- 
late the minds of men,. 'or 
at leaft it makes mey 
tumultuous and unquiet. 
Where there are many very 
Poor, the Rich cannot long 
0f fafelycontinue- ſuch. ne- 
ceſſity renders men of Pbleg- 


matique and dull natures 


flupid and indiſciplinable; 
And men of more -fiery'or 
aftive conſtitutions" rapa- 
cious and deſperate. -._ «- 
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' At this day it ſeems to 
me that the Engliſh Na- 
tion is more deficient in 
their prudent Proviſion for 
the Poor than any other 
cultivated | and Chriſtian 
State; at leaft that have ſl 0 
many opportunities and ad- 
wantages to ſupply them. 

"- In ſome other Countries 
"a Begear is a rare ſight ; 
T boſe that are wi to 
maintain themſetves by 
Age 'or Impotency are re- 
-Heved. And thoſe that 
are able to ſupply their 


wants 


The Preface: 
wants by their Labour are 


furniſhed with Imployments. - | 


ſutable to their condition. 
And by this means there 
is not only a good and or- 
derly Education and a de- 
tent face of the publique ; 
But the more populous the. 
' State or Country is, the 
Richer and the more weal- 
thy it 15. | 
But with us in England 
for want of a due regula- 
tion of things the more Po- 
pulous we are the Poorer 
we are; ſo that that wherein 
A 4 the 
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the Strength and Wealth, 
of a Kingdom confiſts, rex 

ers us the weaker and the 
poorer. 

And which is yet worſe, 
Poor Families which daily 
multiply in the Kingdom 
for want of a due Jew for 
their Imployment in an 
boneſt courſe of life whereby 
they may gainſubſiſtance for 
them and their Children 
do unquoidably bring up 
their Children ejrber in a 
Trade, of Begging or Stea- 
ling ,, or. ſuch other Idle 


courſe, 


\ 


The Preface. 


courſe, which again they 
propagate *0ver to their 
Children, and (o there is a 
ſucceſſrve multiplication of 
burtful or at leaſt unprofi- 
table People , neither ca- 
pable of Diſcipline nor be- 
neficial Imployment. 
. It is true we have very 
evere Laws againſt Beg- 
ging the very giver being 
in | caſes ' ſubjeF to a 
-nalty by the Statute of 
1 Jac: cap. 17. - But it 
takes little Effet: And 
indeed as the caſe ſtands 
4 2 with 
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with us it is no\ reaſon it 
ſhould * for what man thatl, 
is of ability can have the 
conſcience to deny an Alms, 
or to bring a Wanderer tof 
the puniſhment direfed 
by - that Statute, and thel 
Statute of 29 Eliz. whenkk 


be cannot chooſe but knowh! 


that there is not that duet 
courſe provided, or at leafth 
uſed, that Perſons neceſſi 
tous, and able to work 


there a clear means pratti 


fed for the Imploying offþ 
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poor Perſons , It were an 
tt luncharitable aftion to re- 
eVieve them in a courſe of 
S,Wdleneſs. But when I do 
t0ot know that there -is ſuch 
2 Proviſion, I dare not 
deny my relief, becauſe I 
en-now not whether without 
wht he may be flarved'with 
Punger , without his - own 
yp 


aws againſt Theft , poſſi- 


reply more _ than —_ 


The Preface.” 
ſumply conſidered-deſerves 
And there. is© little to 
be ſaid in the . defence off 
the ſeverity of the Lanf' 
herein, but. the multitude 
of the Offenders and 'the\' 
deſign of the Law rathe 
#0 terrify than to puniſb 
ur metus in omncs, poeng” 
iN.paucos: But it is mo 

parent that the Law if 
ruſtrated of its' defigif 
therein; for altbough mor” 
ſuffer at one Seſſrons af 
Newgate for Stealing anf" 
Breaking up Houſes, an( 


Pickin 


D 
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5 Wicking of - Pockets , and 
roach other Larcenies out of 
of be proteflion- of Clergy, 
{Pan ſuſfer in ſome orbe 
JAC ountries for all Offrcis 
pin three years, yet the 
efGoals are never the Em- 
q ptier: Neceſſity , and Po- 
verty, and want of @ due 
of 4Provifion for: the Imploy 
- of Indigent Perſons , 
z d\the cuſtom of a looſe 
and Idle life , daily ſupply 
with advantage the num 
er of thoſe who are taken 
"LF b y I Sentence of 'tbe 
Law 


#/4 
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Law: And doubtleſs as 
the multitude of. Poor, and} 
neceſſitous, and uneducated; 
ow increaſe, the mult 
tirude of Malefaftors will} 
increaſe ,, notwithſlanding]} 
the Examples of ' Severity. 
So that upon the wholel/, 
account the prudence | off 
prevention ,, as it is more 
Chriftian.ſo it will be moreſy 
Effeflual than the \ Prat 
dence of remedy : The pre: 
vention of Poverty, Idleneſs 
and a looſe and diſorderlyp! 
Education,” Even .of pod 

Childrew 


.# 
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z5| Children , would do more 
d\| good to this Kingdom than 
dl all the Gibbets , and Can: 
-terizations , and Whippnig 
Il Poſts, and Goals in this 
rh Kingdom, and would ren- 
y.1der theſe kind of Diſciplines 
felleſs neceſſary and leſs fre- 
ofquent. | | | 
rel But hitherto I am in 
refgenerals, which rarely pro- 
[per "into Aftion or Convtr 
eÞtion © 1 T therefore' ſhall 
ſ$ronfeder principally theſe. 
yp bings : 

on 1. What Proviſions there 


en are 


The Preface. 
are already ſetled bythe 
Laws in force fox the Relie 
and Imployment of * the 
Poor. | 


2 Wherein the Defeits 
are,'in. \relation\ to. thoſe 
Laws, or. Proviſions,and the 
C onſequences thereof. 


3 What ray be dhoweh 
a " conventent | Su o of 
thoſe Defefts and the C6 


Sequences of fack ſpl 
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Cunap. I. 


Touching the Laws at preſent in 
force for the Relief and Ins 
ployment of the Poor. 


He Laws relating to 
| the Poor are of two 
kinds, viz. 1. Such as 


concern the relief of the Aged, 


' *& and Impotent, that are notable 


by their labaur to maintain 

nſelves. 2. Such as concern 
the 1 meat and ſetting of 
ws uch as are — 
this latter as ſhall be ſhewn, is 
the more comprehenſive & be- 


4 neficial charity, although both 
 akhough bor 


(2) 
are neceſſary and-become_ us, 
both as men and as\Chriſtians ; 
much more Touching the for- 
mer of theſe viz. the relief of 
the 1mpotent Poor , the Laws 
of ZFngland have provided a 
double remedy. Firſt, by giving 
great incouragement to volun- 
tary undertakings of good and 
liberal minds in this kind 2. 


oy Compullſary means apon 


Again as' touching the for- 
mer of rheſe, the Statute of 
59. Eliz. Cap. 5. hath given a 

t' incouragement to fuck 
frllEre&t Hoſpitals, Houſes 
of CorreRtion ta Maiſons de 
Ditv. And the Statutes of 39. 
#liz.Cap. 6. and 43. Eliz. Cap. 
4: have-taken ſpecial care = 
& «bs G t 


oy HV Young 


(3) 
\ 
the due i\mployment of gifts 
co charitable uſes. , And cer- 
tainly ſuch voluntary Aſſigna= 
tions argue an Excellent and 
Charitable mind in thoſe that 
ſhall ſo voJuntarily give.z, And 
the Statutes bave given,a fais 
| Tacouragement to the Chart. 
ryes of men in this kind. But 
* | this ;proviſion doth, but little 
i \ in order to relief: For x. for 
the moſt part ſuch Hofpitals, 
Exxend. þut to a few aged Pers 
ſons. to ſame particular 
Town, unleſs it be in the large 
Hoſpitals, \in_Londaw., where 
there is ſome proyidion, more 
' JExtenfive. 2h reſpe&,.both of 
*Jnumber and age,as St. '\Zhomas 


- [Hof 
chi pral 


al , Chriſt-Church Hol 
and ſome others. 2. But 
SS beſides 


(4) 
'beſides this thoſe: are but Vo- 
luntary and not Gompulſary ; 
although there may be ſome 
that may be charitably mind- 
ed, yet for the moſt part men 
are backward in works of 
Charity ; Self love, Covetouſ- 
neſs, diſtruſt of the Truth and 
Providence of God keeps moſt 
from overfloking Charity or 
Building or Endowing Hoſ- 
pitals. 

2: Therefore there. was a 
Compulſfary lid upon men for 
the relief of the Poor within 
their 'reſpetive Pariſhes ,, viz. 
the Statur& of 43. Eliz. Cap. 2. 


_ thefirſt compulſary Law 
that T'remember of that kind : 
And indeed it now became ne- 


ceſſary to be done by a Com- 


42% tilae cio 
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pulſary means which before 
that time was left more arbi- 
trary,becauſe the Kingdom be- 
came then much more Popu- 
lous than in former time and 
with it the Poor alſo greatly 
increaſed,and beſides many of 
thoſe methods of their volun» 
tary relief was then much 
abated ; which Statute Enables 


. the Church-Wardens and Q- 


verſcers,&c.to-do theſe things: 
:. Totake order for ſetti 
to work the Children of tho 
whoſe Parents are not able to 
maintain their Children. | 
2. To take order to ſet thoſe 


to work as ſuch, — 
means . to - maintain tf 
ſelves, uſe no ordinary trade. 


But provides not ſufficient 
; B 3 Compul- 


(6) 


Compulſaries to make them 
work | 


3- To raiſe Weekly b 
Taxation a convenient ſtoc 
of Flax, Hemp, &c. to ſet the 
Poor on work : But no means 
at the farſt, before the return of 
the ManufaQure to pay them 
wages in Expreſs words, but 
oy plyed by the latter ge- 
neral clauſe. ( And to do and 
Execute all other things,as well 
for the diſpoſing of | the ſaid 
Stock or otherwiſe concerning the 
premiſes as to them ſhall ſeem 
convenient.) 

: 4- 'To raiſe competent ſums 
of Money for the impotent 
Poor not able to work. 


. 5. Allo 
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5. Alſo for the putting of 
Poor Children Apprentices but 
no Compillfary tor any to re- 
ceive them: 

Among all theſe Proviſions 
the 4th concerns the relief of 
the Poor by Taxation, and 
Contributions to ſuch as are 
impotent, the four other par- 
ticulars concern their Im- 


- ployment , and of ſuch as are 


able to work, which is the far 
greater number. And ab 
though the” relief of the Im- 
potent Poor ſeems to be a Cha- 
rity of more immediate Ext 


' gence yet the Imployment 'of 


the Poor is a Charity of grea- 
ter Extent,and of very greatand 
important Conſequence to 
the publique Wealth, and Peace 

B 4 of 


(8) 
of the Kingdom as alſo to the 
Benefit and Advantage of the 
Poor. 

I therefore come to that ſe- 
cond Buſineſs: relating to the 
Poor, viz. the ſetting the Poor 
on Work. 

The Laws that concern that 
Buſineſs of the mployment of 
the Poor are of two kinds; 
viz. that which contains a 
| ers, means of provi- 

ing work for the Poor which 
is the Statute of 43. E/iz. And 
ſecondly thoſe Laws - which 
are in ſome kind Compulſary 
to force Perſons to work ; 
and theſe are of two kinds, 


VIZ. 


1. Thoſe 


(9). 


1. Fhoſe that concern 
Children. Ynd the Binding of 
them Apprentices, wiz. .the 
Clauſe of the Statute 43. Eliz. 
Cap. 4. before mentioned and 
the Statute 7. Fac. Cap.1. which 
makes fair Proviſion for the 
_ of Moneyto bindthem, 
and direts the manner of its 


 Imployment. But as before is 


obſerved,hath not any ſufficient 
Compulſary for Perſons totake 
them,& perchance there might 
be fit to have ſome ſuch qualifi- 
cations in that Compulſary 
which might: not leave it too 
arbitrary in the Juſtices -of 
Peace to compell whom they 
pleaſe,' to take whom they 
pleaſe : But this is not the Bu+» 
lines, I drive at, perchance 
By the 


(10) 
the general Provifioh which 
I defign may ' make” this at 


leaſt not -ſo - frequently ne- 


2, In reference to Rogues, 
Vagabonds and Idle & diforder- 
lyPerſons,the Statute [Fac Cap. 
4- gives power to the Juſtices 
of: Peace to ſend them to (the 
Houſe of Corre&ion , which 
they are thereby uired 
to" cauſe to be 2. 
Power to the Maſter of ſuch 
Houſe of CorreCtion to keep 
them to work. , 

But even in this particular 
there are defefts. 1. It is not 
geheral for all Perſons, but at 
moſt Idle and diforderly Pers» 
ſons. 2. That deſcription is 


very uncertain in reference to 
ſuch 


(11) 
ſuch Perſons, and leaves the 
Jaſtices either too great or too 
herle power. 3. For want of 
a convenient Stock to be raiſed 
for ſuch Houſes of Corre&tion, 
and advantageous ways for 
ſuch work, it either kaves 


ſuch as are fent without an . 


Imployment or renders their 
 Imployment ungrateful in re- 
ſpe of the ſmalneſs of the 
wages; and rather makes 
People hate Imployment as a 
hell than to Entertain it as a 
means ofacomfortable ſupport; 


which though it-may be well. 
enough as a puniſhment for dif- 
orderly perſons that. refuſe to 
work , yet it is not applicable 
ro thoſe that are only idle, it 
may be, becauſe they have no 


work: 


(12) 
work : 4. It is a difficult thing 
to determine who- ſhall be 
faid an idle Perſon, it is a rea- 
ſonable anſwer to that, th 
are Idle for want of ſuch wor 
as they are able to do, or for 
want of ſuch wages as _ 
give them a reaſonable ſup- 
port ; For there is no power 
iven, nor is .it reaſonable 
it ſhould, to compel Perſons , 
to ſet them on work, or to 
ſet them on work at conve- 
nient wages. 5: And laſtly, 
it is not univerſal; many Per- 
ſons are not within that Law 
which would work it they 
might : or if they might at 
onable rates, whereby 
they might live. - There 1s 
need, therefore of ſome ſuch 
pro» 


(13) 


proviſion that might be as 
ample as* the occaſion, and 
* without which indeed all the 
Laws already made are zither 
weak and ineffeftual to their 
Ends, and the generality of 
the Poor left deſtitute of a 
convenient ſupport and pro» 
viſion. - 


(14) 


” 
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CHAP. II. 


Touching the Power by the Law 
ſetled for the general Pro- 
wifion for the Poor, and their 
defetts. 


Pon the conſideration 
of the Statutes for the 
Poor the only Statute that 
provides univerſally is that | 
of 43. Eliz. which generally 
makes two Proviſions. 
x1, For the Impotent Poor, 
that are not able to work: 
' . And 


(15) 


And it is true is a good and 
Effecual Proviſion for ſuch, if 
duely Executed. But as I faid 
before, the Plaiſter is not fo 
large as the ſore , there are 
m_ Poor that are able to 
work if they had it, and had 
it at _ Wages, where- 
by th ight ſu them- 
| - Ate, their Families , 
which oftentimes are many. 
Theſe are not within the Pro- 
viſion of the Law and if they 
come for Exhibitions, they are 
denyed, or at leaſt have but 
very ſmall, and ſuch as cannot 

ort -them' and their Fa- 
milies. And indeed . if they 
ſhould have ſufficient Exhibi- 
tion for the ſupport of them 
and their Famihes, the Pariſhes 
where 


(16) 
where. they. live were not 
able to ſupply them in a pro- 
portion anſ{werable to their 
neceſlities,. or anſwerable to 
that ſupply which a full Im- 

loyment would afford them ; 
or inſtance a Poor Man and 
his Wife though able. to 
work,may have tour Children, 
two of them poſſibly. able to 
work, two not. able: The 
Father and the Mother. are not 
able to maintain. themſelyes 
and . their Family in Meat, 
Drink, Cloathing and Houlſe- 
rent. under ten. Shillings per 
Week, and, ſo. much FAY 

might probably . get if. 1 
ployed ; This amounts to. 26.4, 
per Annum, if there were forty 
ſuch Families.in a great rn 
an 


. (17) 
and they lived upon this Exhi- 
bition colleited by rates, it 
would ariſe to above $00. /. 
per Annum , which in many 
Pariſhes Exceeds the yearly 
Value of their Lands or Rents , 
- when theſe” Perſons are 
on work thus much muſt 
be gotten by them, and with» 
out 4 Wpply Equivalent to this 
they muſt live b ing, or 
See fy or ve rs 
fore the ſecond Proviſion is , 
2. For thofe Poor that are 
able to work , and in reſfe- 
rence to'them it gives power 
to raiſe Stocks by rateing the 
Pariſhioners , and ſetting the 
Poor on work. 


The 


18) 

The defedts of this Provi- 
fion are, - + ' 

1, In the Execution of the 
Law already made ; for let any 
man look over moſt of the 

lous Pariſhes in England, 
indeed there are rates made for 
the relief of the I Poor, 
and it may be the relief is 
alſo given in a narrow meaſure 
unto ſome others, that have 


ty Families, and upon this 


live miſerably and at 
from Hand to Mouth, 
and if they cannot get work 
to make out their livelyhood 
they and their Children fer 


-up 2 trade of ing at beſt. 
But it is rare to ſee any Pro- 
viſion of a Stock inany Pariſh 


for” the relief of the Poor. 
And 


— - 
x 


RR OOOanaUnU eu Wwwenkg ©, 


1 3 7 Lie Pw 


2 
d 


, (19) 
And the reaſons are princi- 
pay theſe : 1. The Genera- 
yot People that are able are 
<0 to Exceed — 
preſent ary c 
do chooſe to live for an hour 
rather than projet for the 


future.; and although 
_ rrebling an eli 
in one fm. at 


5 i ppg might 6 


al probability render their 
future yearly payments for 
ſeven years Sx r leſs by 
half or two thurds, than what 
muſt-be without it, yet they 
_—_ rather continue on _ 
yearly; Payments , year 

year, though it Exhauſt them 
m.time , and make the Poor 


nothing 


_—_ 


nothing 
years End. 2. Becauſe thoſs 


laces , where thete are moſt } 


oor, conſiſt' for the moſt 
part of Trades-men , whoſe 
Eſtates lye principally intheir 
Stocks, which they will not 
endure to be ſearched into to 
make them contri to 
raiſe any conſiderable 
ws Poor, nor indeed ſo 
much as to the ordinary 
ntributions : But la 
YT the rates to ow he 
upon the Rents of Lands 
and Houſes., which alone 
without the help of the Stocks 
are not able to raiſe a Stoc 


for- the Poor , a it 
is very plain Fi," Hs 


are- as well by Law rateable 
as 


the better at the 


_ 4 Gs MY an 
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as Lands, both to the reliet, 


1 and raiſin} a Stock for the 


Poor : 3- e the Church- 
Wardens ' and Overſeers, to 
whom this power is given, 
are Inhabitants of the fame 
Pariſh , and are | either un- 
willing to charge themſelves, 


or diſpleaſe their NeOgureln 
Charging more t they 
needs muſt towards the Poor : 


And although it were to. be 
wiſhed and hoped . that the 
Juſtices , of Peace - would: be 
forwardly to -Enforce them 
* they grit Ry ne 


alſo- in int 


they a7 not  impowered._ to 
compel the I 


(22) 
_ Overſeers to doit , who 
certainly wilk never g0 
about it to burden as n. 
rhink, themſelves, and difpl cat. 
their bon unleſs, nn 
Compulfary were nor, 
only lodged by Law, but alfo 
executed in ſome chat- may 
have'a power over 'them''to 


inforce 1t,or to do it, if they 


do' it -nor, and to” do ir effe. 
Qually ,- ge do” ir cirher” 


_ venience ew 
_— ads [a io t m- 
ſelves! by 'tltis 


benefit that. wot HE, 


cm en thay parting 
it in praiſe if th 


"ive 
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have but a little patience, as 
ſhall be ſhewen hereafter. 

2. The ſecond Defett is im 
the Law itſelf; which are theſe : 

1. No power in the Juſtices 
of Peace, or ſome Supermren- 
dent power- to- cormpet” the 
raiſing of a Stock where-the 
Church-Wardens and Over- 
ſeers ect it. 

2. The a& chargeth every 
Pariſh apart where it may 
be are able to do little 
towards it, neither would it 
be fo effeQual as if three, 
four, five or more contiguous 
Pariſhes did contribute towards 
the raiſing of a Stock propor- 
tionable to their Poor reſpe- 
Qively. 


2. Thero 


(24) 


3- There is no power for 
hireing or ereQing common 
Houſe, or place for their 
common Work-Houſe, which 


may be in ſome reſpeRs , 
and y 


pon ſome occaſions, uſe- 
ful and neceſſary, as ſhall be 
ſhewea. 


Q ” w = = 
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The Remedy propounded. 


" Hat the Juſtices of the 
Peace at the Quarter 
Seſſions do ſet'out &r diſtribute 
the Pariſhes -in their ſeveral 
Countiesinto ſeveral Diviſions; 
in Each of which there may be 
a Work-Houſe for the common 
uſe of the reſpeCtive Diviſions; 
wherein they. are reſpeQively 
placed, viz. one, two, three, 
tour, five or fix Pariſhes to a . 
C Work- 
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Work-Houſe, according to the 

or ſmalnefs, and ac- 
commodation of the ſeveral 
Pariſhes. 

2. That at that Seſſions the 
Church-Wardens and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor of the re- 
—_ Pariſhes, bring in their 

eral rates for their relief of 
their reſpetive Poor upon 
Oath. And that the faid Ju- 
ſtices do aſſeſs three, four or 
five yearly Pays to be levyed 
and colleted at one or two 
catire ſums within the time 
prefixed by them for the raiſing | 
of a Stock to fet the Poor 
within thoſe Precints on 
work, and to build or procure 
a convenient Work-Houſe -for 


imploying the Poor, if need be, 
in 
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in it, and for me Mate- 
rials, andvor nas. Chil 
dren in the Trade or Work. 

3. That there be yearly 
Choſe by the faid Juſtices a 
Maſter for Each Work-Houſe, 


with a convenient Salary out 
of the ſaid Stock or the 


.ceed thereof to continue for 3 


years, and two Overſeers to , 


fee the Iſſuing end return of the 


ſaid Stock, and to take the 
accounts quarterly or month] 
of rhe Maſter - as they 
think fir. 

4. That the Stock be deli- 
vered to the Overſeers, and 
by them Iſſued to the Maſter, 
as there ſhall be occaſion, and 
thar they alſu from time to 
time receive the proceed of the 
C2 ſaid 


l 
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ſaid Stock and the accompts 
for the ſame. ” 

5. That at the End of every 
year the Maſter and Over- 
leers give up their accounts to 
the two next Juſtices of the 
Peace at times by them pre- 
fixed, and publickly notityed 
to the Inhabitants of Each 
Precint, to the End , that 
they may take any Excep- 
tions to ſuch accounts, if there 
be. cauſe. 

- . 6. That the Maſter and 
Overſeers of every reſpettive 
Work-Houſe ſtand, and be in- 
corporate by the name _of 
Maſter and Overſeers of their 
reſpedtive Precints, and ca- 
pable to take in Succeſſion by 
will or otherwiſe, Lands,Goods, 
or 


(29) 
or Money, or other Legacies 
or Gifts for the Benefit of the 
Poor, within their reſpeQtive 
PrecinQts. 

7. That they alſo be accom- 
ptable, as well to their reſpe- 
ive Succeſlours, and alſo to 
the Juſtices of the Peace at 
their Quarter Seſſions for the 
benefit and proceed and Im- 
ployment oft ſuch Gifts and 


—_—_ | 

. That they be difabled to 
grant any Lands to them given 
or bequeathed for any longer. 
term then one Year, and at at 
improved Rent. 

9. That if any Perfon that 
is able to work, and not able 
to maintain himſelf, ſhall re- 
fuſe to do ſo, he may be forced 
C 3 there-. 
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thereunto by Warrant of two 
Juſtices of by Imprifon- 
ment, and moderate Grretion 
in ſuch} Work-Houſe, 

10, If any Perſon imployed 
by the Maſter ;” ſhall imbezill 
or wilfully prejudice, or ſpoil 
his work, he ſhall upon com- 

laint and proof thereof by the 
Party grieved to any Juſtice of 
Peace, and by Warrant from 
him receive Impriſonment ' or 
moderate eorrettion by War- 
rant of ſuch Juſtice. 

Theſe be the heads of that 
Proviſion, I could wiſh for 
the ſetting the Poor on work, 
which is but an Eſſay and 
may receive Alterations or 
Additions upon conſideration. 


The 


EY 
The Benefits, that would 
come by this be pron wee 

be many a :I 
&e down ſome of them thas 
occur to me, Mc 

i. By Incor l theſe 
Work-Houſes Phich are the 
beſt kind of Hoſpirals , cha- 
rizable minded Perſons would 
have as it were a Pillar where» 
- uato to faſten ther Charity, 

which would prevent many: 
Difliculties' in the faithful Ad. 
miniſtrations thereof , 
would invite BenefaQors. 

2, Whereas Hoſpitals pro- 
vide for ſome few Poor Im- 
potent People , this would 
prevent Poverty andin a little 
tract of time bring up hun- - 
C 4 _ reds; 
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dreds to be able to gain their 
livelyhoods. Pp; 

' 3. Whereas in that State 
that things are, ourPopulouſ- 
neſs, which is the 'greateſt 
bleſſing a_Kingdom *can have, 
becomes the burden of the 
Kingdom , by breeding up 
whole "Races and Famihes , 
-and- fuccefſiive Generations in 
-a -mere Trade of Idleneſs, 
"Thieving, Begging, and'a bar- 
'barous kind ot life, which muſt 
in time prodigiouſly increaſe 
and overgrow the whole face 
-of the Kingdom, and ear our 
"the heart of it : This courſe 
within one ſeven Years alters 
the whole State of this Dif- 
order, and brings People and 
their Children atter them into 
a Re- 
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a Regulgr, ' Orderly and In- 
duſtriouScourſe of life, which 
will be as natural to them as 
now Icleneſs, and Begging, 
and Theeving is. 

For no Perſon will have 
need to Beg or Steal, . becauſe 
he may gain hus living better 
by Working. 

Andno manwill be ſo vain, 
and indeed hurtfull co the 
Publique as. to give to ſach 
as Beg, and thereby to en- 
courage them, when he is 
ſure rhey may - gain their 
living by Working. And all 
the Laws againſt  Vagrants', 
Beggers and Wanderers , will 
be then EffeAually pur in Exe- 
cution , when we may be fure 
they may be imployed if they 

C5 w1ll: 
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will : _ But till that the inter- 
diting and puniſhios of the 
Beggers and Givers ſeems to 
me a moſt unreaſonable piece 
of Imprudence, as well as Un- 
charitableneſs. 

4 By this means the Wealth 
of the Nation will be increa- 
ſed, Manufactures advanced 
and Every Body put into a 
capacity of Eating his own 
Bread ; for upon what imagi- 
nable account can we think, 
that we ſhould not be as able 
to improve our Populouſneſs 
to our Wealth, as well as 
Heband , and Flanders, and 
Berbatboes , if we had but their 
Induſtry and Cy Ma- 

ement 2 If it be ſaid, their 
Diſpoſition is more RO 


(35) | 
than oury : ' It'is true in" that- 
conditiorf that- matters are or-- 
dered ; but if we had the ſame 
Induſtrious Education, we 
ſhould have the fame Indu- 
ſtrious Diſpoſition : let a man, 
one that hath. been bred up in. 
the Trade of Begging, he will 
never, unleſs compelled , fall 
to Induſtry. ; and on the other 
fide, it is a wonderful Ne- 
ceflity indeed-that ſhall bring 
one bred up in-Civility , and 
Induſtry, co.Beg, as is Eaſily 
obſervable 1n many poor Places. 
and Families. 

And were there no other 
Benefit to the Kingdom in 

ral nor to the patticular 
Places, where ſuch Work-. 
Houſes ſhall be ſertied , but 


Ws, 


(36) 
this, although rhe Syock were 
wholly loſt in- Years, 
it would be an abundant Re- 
compence-by the — 
the poor ſort to a Civil a 
Induſtrious courſe of life, 
whereby they would foon be- 
come, not ro not burdenſom, 
but profitable to the Kingdom, 
and - the Places where they 
live. 

5. By this means there would 
ſoon be an Improvement of 
the ſeveral Manufa&ures of 
the Kingdom, both for the 
neceſſary C—_ of the 
Kingdom , - and for - Exporta- 
tion , whereby our Trade 
Outward would exceed our 
Trade Inward , which Out- 
ward Trade, as it-is the == 
an 
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andFoungation of all our Trade 
Inward 3 And the Exceſs and 
Overballance of our- Trade 
Outward to our Trade In- 
ward is the only means not 
only to keep our Money at 
home, but to gain an increaſe 
of Money, and fo advanceth 
the true Intrinſique Wealth of 
the Kingdom ; tor as of our 


Hand it our Trade Outward 


Exceed our Trade Inward the 
Exceſs muſt of Neceſſity - be 
returned in Money or Bullion, 
ſo if our Trade Inward Ex- 
ceed our Trade Outward, the 
Exceſs muſt be made good 
from hence in Money , which 
muſt needs inſenſibly impo- 
veriſh the Kingdom, and Ex- 
perience makes us know it - 
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be troe :: Now the: Advance of 
our ManufaQtures woald. be by 
this means plainly Evident, for 
Woollen Manufactures or 
Cloath, the Staple Commodity 
ofthis Kingdom, would be more, 
& theſe other Woollen Manufa- 
ctures, as Kerſyes , Serges, 
Baize, which, though now 
confined to ſeveral parts of 
the Kingdom , as Devonſhire, 
Norfolk, Colchefter , would be 
by this means diffuſed over the- 
whole Kingdom., and thoſe- 
Places which have little of 
Woollen ManufaQure, as Lin- 


coluſbire , Northamptonſhire , 


and other Counties, would 
nerd So likewiſe 


oy ” 
gr Q. 
Our 
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Our Linnen Manufactures ,. as 
Linaen Gloath', Laces -of all 
forts, Nets, Sails, &c. would 
become native, and ſupply the 
Want of the Kingdom, and 
preveat the neceſlity of Impore- 
tation of Linnen Cloath from 
Holland and France , of Laces 
from Flanders: And as this 
trade is in ſome degree uſed 
in Laxcaſhire, Leiceſterſhire , 
and ſome other Places, ſo it 
would be communicated to 
other Places of the Kingdom. 
And it is very coalſiderable the 
numbers of Poor that would 
be by this means imployed in 
dre of Hemp end Flax, 
Spinning, Weaving , Whiten- 
ing and the like. And if any 
' ſhall ay, we waat the Ma- 
terials, 


(49) 
terials, and we want thoſe that 
ſhould inſtruct the* Poor in 
the Ordering of them, The 
Anſwer is at hand ; It once 
the- ManufaQure were begun 
to be put into a Method by 
this way, all men would 
quickly ſow —_ and Flax 
in ſome Parcels of their Til- 
lage, and poſſibly ſome Lands 
that were not ſo fit for other 
Tillage would be imployed in 
this: two Acres of Hemp and 
Flax in every Pariſh would 
imploy multitudes, which now 
People negle& to ſow becauſe 
they have no way to vent or 
imploy ir: And for Inſtru- 
tors, when onee the alarm 


is abroad -of ſuch a deſign, 


it wit draw over Workmen 
from 
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from other Forreign Parts z 
and by tlis means we gain- 
ed, -or at leaſt recovered the 
Skill of making Woollen Cloath 
from -other Parts, as appears 
by undenyable Evidence. And 
it it ſhall be - ſaid that this 
will detraud and ſtraiten us 
of Labourers in our Woollen 
ManufaQures ; there can be 
ho fear of that; for we have 
Poor enough to be imployed 
in both, and it is mo cer- 
tain, that the Populouſneſs of 

if increaſeth, 
notwithſtanding its great 
Exhauſtings by Wars and 
Plagues,6 Forrein Plantations, 
and conſequently the Poor 
will be proportionably in- 
creaſed , ſo that we may =_ 
Os 


(42) 
Rey Mlediag 
ears, by t 
| the very proceeds, 
ill be able and fit to 
poor Families, wilt 
than double to what 
, which will 
inually increaſe in a kind 
of Geometrical Progreſhon , 
Te lotble” the hog 
the 
that is now for them —_— 
. 6. By the means of theſe 
og wchoen : _ w be 
an of 
Two PerGons,* Skilled in any 
Manufacture, to inſtrutt Twene 
ty in the Trades , by com» 
mon Reſort, Meeting and 
dayly Reſidence of Children 
and young People there ; an 
rncre 
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there may be Opportunity , 
to teach Children to read 
without any interruption , itt 
the dngloymence af them that 
are able to. teach them , ar 
of them that are able to 
wo, hi the yearly 
7. By this means 

butions for Neel 

relief of Poor , that are 

to work, and their Fa- 
milies, and thoſe kind of 
vill be impoſſitle_ wo. fp: 
wi i ble to ſup- 
port the Poor , will be chan- 
ged into a ſupply Every way 
more eaſy for them that are 


'to pay , though at firſt it 


may require a more liberal 
affiſtance for the raiſing of 
the Stocks, and Every way 


more 
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more beneficial and _ advanta- 
geous for the Poor ; Firſt, 
Becauſe they will hereby be 
educated and inured to a way 
of Civility and Induſtry. 2. 
They will gain a Trade, which 
will go along with them as 
the conſtant ſupport of their 
hves. 3. The Wages that 
_y will gain will be a greater 
and better ſupport than they 
can have by any Contributions 
that are able to be aſleſſed for 
them, for they may be able to 
gain, Two, Three, Four, Five 
and Six Shillings a Week, for 
Every Perſon able to work, 
which is five times more than 
their weekly or yearly Con- 
tributions do or can amount 
unto, without Exhauſtivg _ 
nan 
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than the Revenues of the Pa- 
riſhes, wikerein theſe Poor are 
in many places: Andthis ſhall 
be demonſtrated to the Eye of 
any that will conſider this in- 
ſtance, which I have Exactly 
tryed, and Examined,and found 
to be true: 

The ordinary. Proceſs and 
time, and charge of 'miaking a 
common Courſe medly Cloth of 
our Glouceſterſhire Wooll at 
this day is ; 

2. In Every ſuch Cloath of 
about 32 Yards long there is 
Ninety Pounds of Wooll,which 
will coſt at this day at r2 d. 
per Pound Four Pounds 10 f. 
viz, ordinary ina grey Cloath. 


541. 


So the whole Charge comes 
'11hL 15£f 


to 
| . Out of which ing the 


Materials of Wooll,and 
and Oyl, viz.5l.10f. * 
Their remains Entirely for 
the Expence of work amount 
to6l54 
It is true at this day this 
Cloath yields not above :2 L 
to be ſold, which js only 5 £ 
profit, but when Trade is 


quicker it may yield »3 L or 
more. 


3 The People that are im- 
ployed 
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ployed in bringing about this 
Cloath to be ready gre 14, viz. 

Weavers and Spoolers, 2 
Hs, ſix Spinners, one 
Fuller and Burler, one Sheer- 
man, one Parter and' Picker : 
The Weavers ſupply the Office 
of Spooler and Warper. 

4 Theſe will bring about the 
firſt Cloath in about two Mo- 
neths ſpace : . But being con- 
tinued in a conſtant tract the 
Cloath will be brought abour 
in three weeks time, for allithe 
other Workmen. are 'at work 
and: fit the Cloath - for the 
Weaver in that ſpace that heis 
Weaving the firſt Cloath. 

+ - 5. "Conſequently - this one 
Loom thus umployed all:the 
Year round allowing. two 

Months 


| 
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Months-to the firſt Cloath,and 


three Weeks to every other,will 
make fourteen returns the firſt 


. Year of Cloath ready for fale 
| and ſixteen returns Every Year 


aſter. 


6, Conſequently that which 
this yields tor bare Wages to 
theſe 14 poor Workmen for 
the firſt Year is Eighty ſeven 
Pounds ten Shillings , and for 
the following Years is Ninety 
ſeven Pounds, and by this Com» 
rap it is Eaſy toſee what 

—_ Workman can gain a 

being full imployed. 


- 7. About one hundred 
Pounds Stock will for ever keep 
| D this 


50 
this Looms work going, and 
maintain theſe fourteen Work- 
men, and conſequently a Stock 
of four hundred Pounds will 
keep on toot tour Looms work, 
and keep on Work fifty ſix Per- 
ſons, and be able to abide the* 
ordinary delays of-fale inci- 
dent to the Markets. 


8. But if it could be ſuppoſed 
thatthe Cloath could be ſold ag 
ſoon as made( which is not I 
confeſs reaſonably to be Expe- 
ed ) then a Stock of four and 
twenty Pounds would by its 
continual return provide Mate- 
rials, and pay the Workmen for 
one Looms work in perpetuity: 
But becauſe the returns by fale 
cannot 
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cannot | be . as-ſpeedy as the 
work is done, the Stock muſt 
: benear 1001, to abide the delay 
of a Month, two, three, four or 
more, in point of ſale and like- 
wiſe to buy Wooll ſeaſonably 
for Work: And by this it ap- 
pears that akbough one hun- 
dred pounds Stock by its 16 re- 
turns yields but an inconſide- 
- rable advantage to the Maſter 
at five Shillings per Cloath,viz. 
but four Pounds in the Year, 
yet it yields a conſiderable ad- 
vantage to the poor Workers, 
viz, near one hundred Pounds 
per annum ; and conſequent! 
a Stock of four hundred Pou 
yields near fgur hundred 
Pounds per annum. And con- 
D 2 ſe- 
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nently theſe fifty fix poor 
"People that are kept on work 
with this Stock ot four hun- 
dred Pounds could not live 
better, if the Pariſh were at the 
yearly penſion of four hundred 
Pounds per annum , to relieve 
them, nor indeed fo well, con- 
fidering they are by this means 

in a way of imployment 
and honeſt induſtry ; And yet 
without ſome ſupply either by 
Wages or Contribution thoſe 
fifty ſix poor People being de- 
ſtirute of Wages or Contribu- 
tions to this value or near it, 
muſt live by ſtealing or beg- 
ging, or ſtarve. 


And 
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And let it be alſo conſidered 
that thys. Stock thus raiſed and 
ſet going maintayns it ſelf by a 
perpetual circulation and vi- 
ciſſitude, without any confide- 
rable help by any farther ſup- 
ply, and yet perpetually coun- 
tervails a Contribution of near 
four hundred Pounds per am 
#«m for the relict of theſe fiity 
* ſax poor Perſons. 


By all which it will appear 
that the advantage of a Stock 
imployed , and once ſet on foot 
doth countervail a great Con- 
tribution and indeed greater 
then can be raiſed and yearly 
continued by molt places, and 
will at leaſt in time renderthoſe 
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rly conſtant Contributions 
ower and leſs needful. 


9. But yet farther, by this 
means therewill be a reaſonable 
age ſet to Wages of Workmen: 
t'is-not unknown how that 
ſome covetous Maſters in 
hard times, if they are well 
ſtocked and of abilities, will 
ſet on work many Poor , but 
they muſt take ſuch Wages as 
they are not able to live upon, 
your that alſo many times paid 
in Corn, Wooll, Cheeſe, and 
other things at rates high 
enough:And indeed if they will 
work upon theſe terms they 
_— if not they turn them 
oft, or not imploy them, and 
there- 
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thereupon the poor Workmen 
not being able to live without 
work, and having no place to 
reſort for any, are under a ne- 
ceſlity 'of working to them at 
inconſiderable rates. And ſuch 
' Maſters make greater advan- 
tage by this means when trade 
is low then when ir is open: 
But by this means there would 
' be a refuge for the Poor-to be 
_— at reaſonable Wages ; 
.and the reaſon is Evident, be- 
cauſe this being .but an Expe- 
dient, not ſo much for gain to 
.the Maſter as for Imployment 
for the Poor, as long as the 
Stock makes but good it ſelf,or 
be managed without conſide- 
rable loſs,it attains its End, and 
D 4 there- 
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therefore may give competent 
"Wages. But on the other hand 
the Trading-Maſter looks for 
his profit,and if his Stock turns 
not to him for gain he gives 
over, or reduceth the Work- 
man to inconſiderable Wages 
that his own gain may be the 

ater. And although it may - 
be there be ſome honeft minded 
and charitable Maſters that will 
be content tor ſome time to im- 
ploy their Stock though with- 
-out gain, yet they are but rare 
to be found and ſuch as com- 
monly hold not out long unleſs 
they find profit though per- 
chance they ſuffer no luſs : 


Theſe 
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Theſe be ſome of thoſe Cons 
fiderations that ſhew the uſe- 
fulneſs of this — I 
ſhall now conſider ſome of the 
Objefions that may be made 
againſt it: * 


i. 06. It is 2 great buſineſs 
to raiſe for the purpoſe four 
Years Pay at once to makeup 
a Stock, and yearly Contribu- 
tions are more Eaſy. 


I anſwer, Itis true, and yet 
the advantage even to the ob- 
jecters themlelves is even to- 
their ſenſe apparently great : If 
-2 man hada Rent of Inheritance 
iſſuing out of his Land, he 
D 5 would 
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would not think much of 
giving ſixteen. Years purchaſe 
to bay it in: And the charge 
that goes out for the Poor as it 
is as much and as certain a 
Charge as a Rent, ſo it is evi- 
dent to us that it hath increaſed 
py , and of neceſſity the 
onger things are continued in 
this careleſs way it muſt in- 
creaſe in an Exceſſive Propor- 
tion, and to give four Years 
Purchaſe to abate it, or if it 
were but to keep it at a Stay, 
were good husbandry. 2. Be» 
ſides this , let a man conſider 
what other loſles do accrue by 
the want of a due Proviſion of 
Work, and an induſtrious E- 
ducation for the Poor , in 
thieving 
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thieving-and ſtealing, and ſen- 
ding 'ſuch Malefators 'to 
Goals at the charges of the 
Pariſh, in Proſecuting them at 
Aſſizes and Seſſions, in cutting 
and deſtroying of Woods , pul- 
ling of Hedges , and treſpaſles 
to Corn and Graſs thereby, in 
Alms giving at the door; theſe 
. would-be, it not altogether pre- 
vented,yer, ina great meaſure 
they would, when that moſt 
unchriſtian and indeed inhu- 
mane way of Living among 
moſt ordinary indigent People 
is remedied by convenient Im- 
ploy ment and Wages. 


(60) 
2. 0bj. But there area ſort of 
Idle People, that will rather 
begg then work though they 
may be imployed, and ſo that 
trade of Begging and Idleneſs 
would be ſtill continued. 


T Anſwer 1. That we do ſur- 
miſe a Compulſary Law to in- 
force Idle Perſons to work , 
which would prevent it. 2. By 
this means the Benefit of Wor- 
king would Exceed the Bene- 
fit of Begging which .would 
cauſe Perſons to leave it. 3. By 
the Educating of Children in a 
way of Induſtry there would be 
gradually a Diſaccuſtomedneſs 
to that way which would in 
time quite remove it. But 4. 
When 
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When men were once aſſured by 
a clear Evidence that the Poor 
might have Work upon reaſo- 
nable terms, no man would 

ive, the Laws againſt Wan- 

erers that were able to work, 
and againft the relievers of 
ſuch,would be- cheerfully put 
in Execution, which now men 
. even upon the account of com- 
mon charity cannot bring 
themſelves to. 


3. 0bj. But what confide- 
rable advantage would ſuch a 
Stock as four hundred Pounds 
do when perchance ina time of 
trading four or five thouſand 
Pounds imployed by Maſters in 
a Pariſh is but enough to ſer 
| their 
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their Poor on Work, where it 
may be there are two orthree 
hundred Perſons that are thus 
imployed. 


I anſwer,It would be a great 
help to the Poor in a time of 
ſcarcity of Work, although it 
. ſhould lye ſtill ina time of plen- 
ty of Work. The ms of 
Work, for a Month, or two, or 
three, in a Year, when Traders 
for Advantage give over , 
keeps Induſtry on the Wheels, 
and -yields a conſiderable 
ſupply. 2. In good times, 
when there is no need of it, 
it is as capable of Increaſe and 
Improvement, being imployed 
as private mens Stocks are, 
which 
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| which would inlarge it, or at 
leſt -inable it to bear ſome 
loſs in times of lowneſs of 
Trade. 3. If once ſuch a 
Stock were going it would not 
only nal by it ſelf, but 
it would have continual - ac- 
ceſſion by Charitable Gifts, 
which would do five times 
the = thus imployed than 
imployed as they are in Doles 
and little yearly Penſions , 
which conſume and come to 
nothing, but are ſwallowed 
up in the preſent neceſſity 
of the Poor, and leave but 
ſmall ſigns of Advantage be- 
hind them: Whereas the fol- 
lowing of the Method now 
propounded will at leaſt ry 
the 
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the Perſons, to whom it is 
applyed the Advantage of 
an Induſtrious Education: and 
Profeſſion , which will abide 
by them. 


4. O6j. But men , that are 
concerned for their own Be- 
nefit in the proſecution of 
their Trade, as for inſtance 
of Cloathing, and conſequent- 
Iy more careful than Perſons 
— for others , yet do | 
loſe by their Trading , and 
many times impair theirStocks; 
and therefore this, that cannot 
be expeted to be neither ſo 
induſtriouſly nor ſucceſsfully 
managed, may be in the ſame 
condition. 

I An- 
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I Anſwer. :.in you In 
this way here muſt needs be 
one of theſe Events : 


i. Either there will be 
Gain, and then it doth im- 
prove the Stock, and lays up 
an Advantage that may com- 
penſate a former loſs and enable 
the bearing of a future loſs. 


"And I know no reaſon bur 


that in this management there 


may be ſome times at leaſt of 
| Advantage as well as in pri> 


vate Trading. The times are 
not alwayes at a ſtand in 
Trade, but ſome times , and 
molt ordinarily there is ſome 
gains in it , though not ſo 
much as at other tunes ; and 
then 
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then the good times make a- 
'mends for the bad.” - 


2.Or elſe,though there be no 
gain, there will be no. loſs , 
but it ſtands at a ſtay, and it 
it doth ſo this deſign attains 
its End, which is the Im- 
ploymen of the Poor. Though 
.t yields not .the Maſter or 
Trader any gain, yet it yields 
the Poor a ſubſiſtence in their 
Wages and Work. It is true 
a private Tradeſman [looks to 
gain ſo much as may. at leaſt 
maintain himſelf and his Fa- 
mily. And if he doth not he 
gives over his Trading, as not 
anſwering his end ; and it may 
be in ſome caſes reaſonable ” 
0 
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do ſo : But though here be 
little or no-gain, yet the End 
is ao , becauſe the Poor 
are imployed and Paid though 
the Stock increaſe not. 


2, Orelſe there i Loſs. To 
this I fay; 1. If there be Loſs, 
yet it is but gradual , not alto- 
gether. Suppoſe it be twenty, 
thirty , or forty Pounds in a 
Year, in a Stock of four hun- 


dred Pounds, and by that ac- 


count, yet this Stock will not 
be wholly exhauſted in five 
or ſix Years; and if it ſhould 
be ſo,yet the Loſs to the Pariſh 
would not be more than it 
would be if its old courſe of 
contribution at the height that 
it 


(68) 
it would have been durin 
the ſpending of 'that- St 
which is thereby, as before is 
obſerved, in a great meaſure 
remedied: 2. Theſe decays 
may poſſibly be repaired. by 
charitable Gifts and Bequelſts. 
3. But if it were not, yet ſuch 
gradual decays may be ſup- 
plyed by the Pariſhes with 
the ſame Eaſe that their con- 
tribution would have been, 
all things conſidered, and pof- 
ſibly better times of Trade 
may happen at leaſt once in 
two or three Years which may 
repair the loſs, or at leaſt kee 
the Stock at its full gage wit 
ſmall helps : 4. But ſuppoſe 
the worſt and that in the 
Com- 
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Compaſs of three or four 


«1 Years the- whole Stock were 


_ drawn dry ; I fay con- 
fidently , that the Advantage 
the Country would have by a. 
courſe of induſtrious Education 
of the Poor continued but one 
three or four Years, will more 
then countervail the loſs of a 
very conſiderable Stock,in pre- 
venting that Trade of Idleneſs 
which grows up in Poor Fa- 
milies which will dayly infi- 
nitely increafe,and will receive 
a very great check and poſſibly 
ſuch as will for ever prevent 
the return of ſuch a courſe of 
life by the interruption of a 
trat of three or tour Years 
of. Imployment, and will put 
thouſands 
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thouſands in that tra& of time 
into a courſe of tradg and live- 
lyhood which they will carry 
with them all their lives after, 

And beſides all this , it is 
not likely the trade will ſuffer 
a perpetual interruption, but 
Even while this Stock is in this 
wane and declination, private 
men will be trading, and then 
in this decay and declination 
of the Stock ( if it ſhould be 
unſupplyed ) there will be 
Work at private hands, and 
Perſons inſtructed and fitted 
and able to do it, which may 
prevent a total interruption of 
an induſtrious Education and 
may give ſome intervals of 
relaxation of the Imployment 
of 
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of the common. Stock, at leaſt 


in that fullneſs as formerly, 
till it be recruited by new 
ſupplyes. 6. But yet farther, 
the Method of the propoſed 
Imployment though it be 
principally bottomed upon the 
trade of Woollen Cloathing 
yet it will have other ſupplyes, 
as is propounded, as making 
of Kerſyes, Baize, Knitting of 
Stockings, dreſſing & ordering 
of Hemp and Flax,and Spinnin 

and Weaving it. And thou 7 
there were no other but the 
Woollen ManufaQture yet if it 
ſhould pleaſe our Superiors 
to interdict the Wearing of 
forrein ManufaQtures, our own 
conſumption at home and the 
neceſſity 
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neceſſity that they have in 
forrein - parts of oug Woollen 
Manufa&tures would double 
the Trade of Woollen Manu- 
factures. | 


. * $g. 06j, The Poor have Work 

already if they will work, and 
the ſetting up of ſuch a pub- 
lique Trade will. but make 
Workmen the more indepen- 
dent, and decline the man, 209 
ment of private Traders which 
will tend to the decay of 


. Trade. 


I Anfwer 1. It is true when 
Tradivg is quick PIT ny 
may have Work enough but 
upon any check in Trade they 
are 
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are oftentimes turned off un- 
leſs they will work at Extream 
low Wages and ill paid. 2. 
When work is ſo plenteous at 
private hands there may bean 
intermiſſion or relaxation of 
the Imployment of the  com- 
mon Stock: Eſpecially it they 
can have better Wages at pri- 
vate hands;for it will be en 

for this to be ſupplemental of 
the defets of work at others 
hands, and it ſufficiently at- 
tains its End 1t it may be a 
refuge at the time of need for 
thoſe that would work and 
cannot get it, and an Expedient 
to enforce thoſe to work that 
can and willnot. 
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6. Dbjeition. Pooy that do 
their work well, and are ho- 
neſt ; and induſtrious, cannot 
want work when any is to be 
had in the country , and thoſe 
that are. not imployed are 
either ſach as ' will not 
work, or cannot tell how to 
work, or will ſteal and pur- 
loyn their Work: Theſe will 
undo the Work-Houſe. 


I anſwer 1. Some times 
there are when the honeſteſt 
Workmen cannot get Work, 
and this will be a reſerve for 
them. 2. But as for others 
here will be an Expedient to 
teach them to Work that 
cannot, and to compell them 
to 
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to Work, that can, and to pu- 
niſh them, that are diſhoneſt 
in their Work. . And if 
there were no 3 hn yet 
when a Work-Houſe and Stock 
1s once ſettled, that would be 
ſufficient to make them Work : 
For when every man were once 
ſure that they that would ho- 


.neſtly Work might have ir, 


and reaſonable Wages, every 
Wanderer and Begger would 
be eſteemed ſuch a Perſon as 
will not work , or will be dif- 
honeſt in it, and not fit to be 
relieved, but the Laws to be ſe- 
verely put in Execution againſt 
them, 
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7. Cbj. But where ſhall we 
have men that will undertake 
the imploy ment and be faith- 
fuland cruſty in it? 

;T anſwer 1. There be many 
poor and honeſt men, who for 
a ſmall Salary and.a Room or 
two to Work and lodge in the 
Work-Houſe would be fit 
enough to undertake the Im- 
ry of a Maſter, and yet 

e would have no great truſt 
upon bim,for the Srock would 
be lodged in the hands of the 
Overſcers, and they to deliver 
it out,and take weekly or mo- 
nethly accounts : Which Over- 
ſeers may be ſubſtantial men 
and at no great trouble,and eli- 
gible either by the Juſtices of 
Peace, 
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Peace, oz Pariſhioners, yearly 
or once in three Years, and 
their trouble would be no grea- 
ter than the trouble of Over- 
ſeers of the Poor, or Church- 
wardens in any Pariſh. 

And thus I have haſtily and 
curſorily gone through the Me- 
thod, Reaſons and Objeions 
of this Propoſal , which Iam 
ſure if it can be brought to a 
due accompliſhment, is, 

i. A Work of great Huma- 
nity and ſuch as we owe to 
thoſe of our own Nature as we 
are men, The wiſe God did tell 
his ancient People that the 
Poor ſhould be always amon 
them;which was,1.To Exerciſe 
their Liberality and Charity in 
ſup- 
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ance of others. And 2, 
To Exerciſe their diſcretion & 


induſtry to think of and ſet on 


foot ſuch means as might pat 
them in a courſe of honeſt _ 
ployment, and Encourage them 
in it: they that are rich are 
Stewards of their Wealth, and 
they that are wiſe are Stewards 
of their Wiſdom, unto that 
great Maſter of the Family of 
Heaven and Earth, to whom 
they muſt give an account of 
both ;and one,I am ſure, of the 
beſt accounts they can give of 
both is to imploy them in the 
Reformation 6 Relief of thoſe 
that want both or either. Am 
I my Brothers keeper was the 
| anſwer 
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anſwer of, one- of the worſt of * | 


men. / 

2. A Work that as well be- 
comes a Chriſtian as any, Chri- 
ſtianity recommending Chari» 

as one of the principal Chri- 

ian Virtues. And indeed the 
fl Provifion for the Poor in 
England is one of the greateſt 
roaches to us in relation to 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion. 

3. A Work for a good En- 
gliſh man: The want of a due 
Proviſion for Education and re- 
lief of the Poor ina way ot In- 
duſtry is that which fills the 
Goals with Maletaors, and 
fills the Kingdom withr idle and 
unprofitable Perſons that con- 
ſume the Stock of the Kingdom 
without 


- 
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without improving it, and 
that will daily increaſe even 
to a deſolation in' time. And 
this Error in the firſt conco- 
Qion is never rcmediable but 


. by Gibbets and whipping, But 


there muſt be a ſound, prudent 
and. reſolved .Merhod for an 
Induſtrious Education of the 
Poor, and that will give better 
remedy. againſt theſe, corru- 
ptions than, the-after-gain of 
penalties can. 


